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The company was formed in Slovenia, based at
Ajdovscina next to the well-known sites of Lijak
and Kovk. Financial backing came from the Valics
and Alojzij Slak, three of the four core members of
the management team. Alojzij is the General
Manager and runs the company with the Valic
brothers, who also design and test fly gliders. The
fourth member of the team is Jost Napret, who
covers sales and looks after the office side of
things. The company is still building a distribution
network, but hopes to have most areas covered by
the time this goes to press. The test glider was
offered by xTc Paragliding, one of the new UK
dealers in this network.

The glider supplied for review was the Rook, a
high-end EN/LTF B glider. The others in the
range are Pawn (A), Knight (low-end B), Bishop
(tandem B), Queen (C) and King (D/competition).
Triple Seven say the Rook is intended for
“intermediate to advanced pilots that want safety
and high performance.”

I flew the large size (100 - 120kg all-up) at 112kg.
Two other sizes are now certified so all weights
from 70 - 120kg are covered. The package includes
an inner bag, compression strap, rucksack, T-shirt,
sticker and USB hard drive with the manual in PDF
format. The bag is very large and will take anything

including the latest and largest of pod harnesses.
There are a lot of compression straps to tidy away
this large capacity if you do not need it. There are
detailed instructions for packing the glider both on
the website and in the instruction manual. The
manual is very well written and should be read
thoroughly to get the best from the glider.

The Rook is made under sub-contract in Europe,
entirely from all Porcher Sport cloth, and is packed
with features. The leading edge uses back-placed
air intakes (BPI) and a Nylon-wire reinforced leading
edge (RLE) to give its very distinctive shape. The
intakes have an element of Mylar-type stiffener to

TRIPLE SEVEN ROOK Steve Uzochukwu reports

Towards the end of 2011 news broke that the well-known competition pilots, brothers
Urban and Aljaz Valic, had left the companies where they were working as development
pilots to start their own company. It was announced that the new company, Triple Seven
(777), would be starting work on a range of gliders named after chess pieces.
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them. The trailing edge has mini-rib reinforcements
(STE – Smooth Trailing Edge) to improve profile
shape and reduce drag. The line layout has been
carefully optimised for minimum length (LR - Line
Reduction) and thus low drag. The wing tips are
optimised for low drag (LDW – low induced drag
wing tip) with a simple nylon-wire stiffener in the
upper surface.

The Nylon wires can be popped out of the cloth
channels they are installed in and replaced by the
user in the event of a problem. There are three rows
of line attachments, except in the centre where
there is a small D fork. The risers are 12mm and

the speed system uses Harken ball-bearing pulleys
for minimum effort in use. Travel is quite long but
with no first-stage change or hard spot (called “kick
down” in some circles). 

With the exception of the brake lines all lines are
unsheathed Technora Aramid (similar to Kevlar).
Some would regard this as not suitable for EN B
pilots, but Jost explains: “For us the most important
issue is dimensional stability, and we've seen prob-
lems with alternative materials like Dyneema. We're
sure that we can offer 200 hours on these
unsheathed lines and can extend beyond that in
blocks of 50 hours with a safety check. We also feel
that the level of experience required for this glider
should ensure that the pilot is familiar with the care
needed for unsheathed lines. The performance ben-
efits are obvious, and an unsheathed line is stronger
than a sheathed one of the same diameter.”

Nevertheless, the lines will need a little extra care
and slightly more checks before take-off. The
brakes have a mechanism to gather the trailing
edge to ensure that there is even tension and a
smooth curve in it all the time, and they feel firm
from the outset.

Ground handling is very straightforward, and the
glider launches well with either a forward or reverse
inflation. Using the inner As ensures the glider
inflates evenly and from the centre first. 

In the air the Rook gives the first impression of
being very solid, with very direct handling - it is
very agile and responds immediately to inputs. This
is borne out when thermalling; it will turn slowly or
fast, take any angle of bank and doesn't get turned
or turfed out of thermals. It's exemplary in the
small, rough thermals of high-pressure days, or
when flying “under the wind” (i.e. lee-side) in a
sheltered environment. When you have to climb
inside those who can't find the core, or who don’t
wish to turn that hard to maximise climb rates, the
Rook has agility in reserve. However I’m not
suggesting you try this if you don’t have the
requisite skills.

In weak lift the Rook also climbs very well, and it
will turn very well with brakes alone or with co-
ordinated weight shift. It's a fun glider to throw
about and retains energy very well. The wing is
always cohesive, acting like a single block rather
than two halves, something you sometimes get with
higher aspect ratio wings or those with less
structure to them. 
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TRIPLE SEVEN ROOK Bill Morris reports

UK importers/dealers: 

xTc Paragliding,Mellifera, Church Rd, Whimple,
Devon EX5 2TF, e-mail: info@xtc-paragliding.com,
URL: http://xTc-Paragliding.com.

Cloudbase Paragliding Ltd,Woodlands,
Woodborough, Pewsey, Wiltshire SN9 5PG,
e-mail: office@cloudbaseparagliding.com,
tel: 07795 632710, URL:
www.cloudbaseparagliding.com.

Specification

Model S M L

No of cells 53 53 53

Span (projected, m) 9.2 9.5 9.9

Area (flat, m2) 24.5 26.5 28.5

Aspect ratio 5.5:1 5.5:1 5.5:1

Max chord (m) 2.64 2.74 2.84

Glider weight (kg) 4.8 5.5 6.0

All-up weight range (kg) 70 - 90 85 - 105 100 - 120

EN/LTF certification B B B

Guarantee 12 months material defects*

Price £2,599 £2,599 £2,599

* 777 give a 200-hour warranty on lines subject to
checks at 100 and 150 hours.
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On transitions the speed bar is very light and easy to
use, and can be easily extended and held with one
foot. Those Harken ball-bearing pulleys pay off the
investment. The only caveat is that the speed
system travel is quite long; you'll need to adjust your
speed bar carefully within your harness to get the
full range. The glider feels very solid at full speed
and seems to glide well.

A comparison glide with a Cayenne 3 showed the
two to have the same glide but the Cayenne to be
slightly faster at trim. At the end of the test the Rook
could catch up by using the bar, and the
degradation in glide this caused wasn't noticeable.
The polar is therefore very flat and this is borne out
by the transitions I made using the bar. The glider
can be steered or damped in pitch by small dabs on
the C risers, but only if you are sure what you are
doing. The Rook is very pitch stable, but this positive
attribute for low pilot workload and avoiding
collapses does not compromise the handling.
Speeds measured (at mid weight range) were in line
with Triple Seven’s figures - normally for the top
end of the weight range - of 38km/h (trim) and
52km/h (flat out). 

The B line stall is physical but can be made easier
by hauling in on the B risers quickly rather than
slowly. The glider drops back into the stall quickly,
then returns overhead or maybe even a little bit
forward, from where it can be released. It reinflates
spontaneously and flies away; sometimes I dabbed
the brakes and sometimes it wasn't needed. Big
ears will need to be held in but are easy with the
split A risers. They recover slowly without input, or
can be hurried with a dab of brake or weight shift.

A B3-based big-ears configuration is also possibile,
but it needs to be snapped in and the very high
tension on the B3 lines will cut into your gloved
hands. The descent rate is high and glider flies
much faster than trim. Again, only something to
attempt if you're sure what you're doing. The glider
will enter a spiral quickly if you are insistent, and
will then pick up speed. It usually took a couple of
turns to come out, and it retains energy very well.

Overall, flying the Rook is a real pleasure. The
performance is great, but its real strengths are its
agility, the climb rate it achieves and the really solid,
confidence-inspiring comportment it displays. I
couldn't really say which of the features are the
icing on the cake, but I can tell you that the finished
product, the combination of all that has gone into it,
leads to something superb.

The polish on the whole thing is probably down to
the Valic brothers’ experience and trimming ability,
and a well-focused desire to get exactly the product
they want out into the market place. The only thing I
can find to raise as an issue is the use of
unsheathed lines, but the performance benefits of

these are so clearly demonstrated I would accept
this as the price you pay for such a glider. I prefer
this route to sheathed lines and a higher aspect
ratio, which can make for a more demanding glider.
The only other minor niggle is the lack of a
concertina bag, but xTc intends to include these as a
no-cost option for their customers. 

The Rook is great glider for the pilot downgrading,
for whatever reason, who is afraid they might have
sacrifice the fun factor on a lower-certified glider.
Or for the ambitious, up-and-coming XC pilot who
has been flying for at least 50 hours and a couple of
years without major incident. As someone who may
fit into the downgrade category, I really enjoyed the
combination of stability and agility not often found in
gliders at this level. And on small XCs I was able to
combat both headwinds and sink very quickly and
easily with the low-effort speed system.

This is a fantastic first effort for a new company to
bring to a very competitive market. The follow-ups
will be of great interest if Triple Seven can maintain
their efforts across their promised range.

Handling, performance, stability
and resistance to deflation. Fun
factor (the real reason for flying).
Depth and quality of manual.

Unsheathed lines require extra
care.

Importer’s comment

We'd like to thank Steve for his in-depth review
of this latest exciting wing on the market. From
my own perspective I was not looking to get
involved with a new brand, but test flying the
final proto of the Rook in the winter I just knew
it was going to be a hit. Steve has just
confirmed this for us with his report!

A comment on Kevlar. This variant is most
definitely the best solution for the wing. Kevlar
has a proven history of reliability, and if packed
properly will not tangle on launch. I've been
flying Kevlar almost exclusively for 12 years
now without any problems. Unlike Dyneema it
is unlikely to shrink or stretch, and the 200-
hour warranty from 777 should give confidence.
Check your local dealer now or call us to
arrange a demo of the 777 Rook superstar. And
watch out for the new EN C due shortly.

BRETT JANAWAY, xTc PARAGLIDING


